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ADDING FRACTIONS 
 
 
FRACTIONS WITH SAME DENOMINATOR 
 
EXAMPLE  
 
1). 

 
3
2

3
11

3
1

3
1

⇒
+

⇒+  

 
        ≡ 
 
 
        ≡ 
         
 
        ≡ 
  
 
 
 
2).  

 
7
5

7
32

7
3

7
2

⇒
+

⇒+  

 
 
 

      

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
3). 
  

         
8
3

8
2

8
1

++           =        
8

321 ++     =   
8
6  

 
 

      +                              +                             =                             =   
8
6   ≡  

4
3  
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DIFFERENT DINOMINATORS 
 
THE LARGER DENOMINATOR IS A COMMON MULTIPLE OF THE OTHER/S 
 
EXAMPLE 
 
 
 
 
1).  

8
7

8
43

8
4

8
3

24
14

8
3

2
1

8
3 =+=+=

×
×+=+    

 
  
 
                 

   +         ≡              +              ≡   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2). 
 

10
7

10
34

10
3

10
4

10
3

52
22

10
3

5
2 =+=+=+

×
×=+  

 
 
 
 
      +   =   +                     =  
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3). 

   
18
7       +   

6
1  

            +    
            

 

   
18
7       +   

18
3  

            +          
                  

 
 

= 
18
10

18
37

18
3

18
7 =+=+  

 
         
         

 
 

= 
9
5

218
210 =

÷
÷  

 
         

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18
3

36
31
=

×
×  

Simplify using equivalent 
fractions 
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THE LARGER DENOMINATOR IS NOT A MULTIPLE OF THE OTHER/S 
 
EXAMPLE 
 
1). 

       
2

1                  +             
3

1  

  +    
  

  6
3

32
31 =

×
×      +       6

2
23
21 =

×
×  

      +       
 

=
6
5

6
23

6
2

6
3 =+=+  

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2). 
 
 

15
13

15
310

15
3

15
10

53
13

35
25

5
1

3
2 =+=+=×

×+
×
×=+
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3). 
 

24
17

24
98

24
9

24
8

83
33

64
24

86
32 =+=+=×

×+
×
×=+

 
        
       
 
 
 
                         
                        
 
 

            
            

 
 
 
 
 
 
4). 

 1
5
5

5
32

5
3

5
2 ==+=+  

 
 
   +   =   = 1 whole 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5). 

       

8
11

8
11

8
1

8
8

8
18

8
9

8
54

8
5

8
4 =+=+=+==+=+  

 
 
   +   =  
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6).  

 
3
23

3
23

12
83

12
5321

12
52

12
31 =+=+=+++=+  

 
 
 
 
  + 
 
 
 
 
 
 =      + 
 
 
 
 
 
 = 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUMMERY  
 
Here is the Rule for adding fractions: 
 

 If needed, we have to Change each fraction so that the denominators are 
the same. 

 
 Then, we add the numerators. 

 
 The denominator of your answer will be the same denominator of the 

built-up fractions. 
 

 As always we have to reduce or simplify the answer, if required. 
 
Do Not Add denominators!  
 
 
Now try the Adding worksheet 
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